Aetat. 59.]
Attacks on- Authors.
hundred more were restrained from printing our thoughts: what then? What proportion would that restraint upon us bear to the private happiness of the nation ' ?'
This mode of representing the inconveniences of restraint as light and insignificant, was a kind of .sophistry in which he delighted to indulge himself, in opposition to the extreme laxity for which it has been fashionable for too many to argue, when it is evident, upon reflection, that the very essence of government is restraint; and certain it is, that as government produces rational happiness, too much restraint is better than too little. But when restraint is unnecessary, and so close as to gall those who are subject to it, the people may and ouf.ht to remonstrate; and, if relief is not granted, to resist. (>f this manly and spirited principle, no man was more convinced than Johnson himself".
About this time Dr. Ken rick" attacked him, tlm»iij;h my sides, in a pamphlet, entitled An. I'.pistlc /V .7//W.V /»'i«.w»v//,
crty of the press, which is the darling of tin* common }K<nple, ,m«l therefore cannot he attacked without immediate danger.' /["*»*•/-», v, 344. On p. 191 of the .same volume, he shows some of tin- hewhin that arise in England from 'the boundless liberty with \vhic it rvny man may write his own thoughts.' Sec also in his /.//;• *</'J////i>#, the passage tiH^Areopagitica, //>. vii. 82. The liberty of the |»r«'v» «•„>•* likely to he ' a constant topic,' 1 loruce Walpole (.1/fwwV.v ,>f //v A'.v/,- n of George III, ii. 15), writing of the .summer of 1764, suy.s : ' T\vu hun dred informations were filed against printers; ;i larger imwhrt tlun had been prosecuted in the whole thirty-three years of the l.t-.f lei^u.'
1 'The sun has risen, and the corn has grown, awl, wlmfrvrr lafk has been of the clanger of property, yet he, that, ploughed the hrM commonly reaped it, and he that built a hou.se was iwinter of tin- *lt«.r. the vexation excited by injustice, suffered, or HUpjwwed to be nutlm-il, by any private man, or single community, was lorn! ami tc'm|«»rary ; a neither spread far nor lasted long.' JohnsonVj/nv/M-, vi. 17*1, Srr'jd-^i post, March 31, 1772. Dr. Franklin MAwf»/>vr, iii. .MJJ wroir l>» the Abb6 Morcllct, on April 22, 1787: ' Nothing enn be better rx|«rnM-»| than your sentiments are on this point, where you prefer liberty «-f trading, cultivating, manufacturing, *(•„ even tti civil Utterly, thin brim* affected but rarely, the other every hour,1
a See ante, July 6, 1763.
a See ante,, Oct. 1765.ld have achieved their independent'e, hud u ceded the island to the crown of France, under the thinnest disguise. It iri reviewed in ih»* Gent. Maif. for 1767, p. 361.
